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Date Mailed: 10/23/2001 



fj NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE NONPROVISiONAL APPLICATION 

I"? *^ 

FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b) 



A filing date has NOT been accorded to the above-identified application papers for the reason(s) indicated below. 



All of the items noted below and a newly executed oath or declaration covering the items must be submitted 
1, within TWO MONTHS of the date of this Notice, unless otherwise indicated, or proceedings on the application will 
be terminated f37 CFR 153^e;;. 

! 1 

The filing date will be the date of receipt of all items required below, unless otherwise indicated. Any assertions 
that the item(s) required below were submitted, or are not necessary for a filing date, must be by way of petition 
CI directed to the attention of the Office of Petitions accompanied by the $130.00 petition fee (37 CFR 1.17(h)). If the 
fij petition states that the application is entitled to a filing date, a request for a refund of the petition fee may be 
included in the petition. 

• The application was deposited without drawings. 35 U.S.C. 113 (first sentence) requires a drawing "where 
necessary for the understanding of the subject matter sought to be patented." Applicant should reconsider 
whether the drawings are necessary under 35 U.S.C, 113 (first sentence). 

The application is informal since it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below. 

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment: 

• An abstract was not provided for this application. An abstract of the technical disclosure is required under 
37 CFR 1.72(b). 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I herd}y certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class 
Maihui an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents^ashington, DC 2023 1 or 



Date 
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RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 2023 1 



Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE NONPROVISIONAL 
APPLICATION mailed on October 23, 2001. Part 2 of this form is enclosed. 

In compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 1 13, twelve (12) sheets of formal drawings for the above- 
identified application are enclosed. 

In compliance with 37 CFR 1.72(b), an abstract for the above-identified application is 
enclosed. 

The present application is a continuation of pending prior application 09/235,720, filed 
January 22, 1999. The drawings and abstract enclosed herewith are identical to the drawings and 
abstract filed with the prior application. Accordingly, the declaration filed in connection with the 
prior application, a copy of which was filed with the present application, adequately covers the 
drawings and abstract enclosed herewith. Another copy of the executed declaration filed with the 
prior application is enclosed. 

No fees are believed to be required at this time. If this is incorrect, please charge any fees to 
Deposit Account No. 13-3723. One copy of this sheet marked DUPLICATE is also enclosed. 
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Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
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